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to defend himself. He was thoroughly investigated, and
not only was it necessary to dismiss him, but it may be
necessary to indict him."

A Vermont Senator was persistent in seeking to have
an officer in the army promoted as a personal favor. To
him the President wrote on June 3, 1905:

"In your previous letters you will remember that you
stated that you were anxious to secure i Vermont promo-
tions. ' In other words, you have desired that the promo-
tions in the Army should be given primarily, not because
the man promoted is the best man for the position, but to
gratify a certain outside individual or to 'recognize7 a
certain State. Now I cannot possibly permit such practises
in the Army. It is this kind of practise, carried to an ex-
treme, which brings utter demoralization to the service,
and in the end, rottenness. Surely it ought to be axiomatic
that the quality and record of the individual officer and the
needs of the service should alone be considered. . . .

"When I uphold the hands of the General Staff by tak-
ing their recommendations for promotion as against those
of any outsider, no matter how influential, no matter how
powerful, I am doing my best to prevent our little army
from being reduced to a condition which would be only one
degree above that to which it would be reduced if I toler-
ated actual corruption. In so acting, it seems to me that
I am entitled to the support of every good American who
feels that the Army is the property of the Nation, and not
of one party, still less of any individual in that party. I
can no more allow it to be run in the interest of politicians
than I could allow it to be run in the interest of contractors
or patentees. It is to be run in the interest of the entire
American people, and with an eye single to making it the
best that it can possibly be made/'

To a Senator from an eastern State whose views on the
proper use of public office were permanently antagonistic
to those of the President, the latter wrote on July 7, 1905:

"Of course I should always like to do anything you ask,